Income Supports in the District of Columbia- TANF and IDA

Background on Income Supports
Approximately 141,983 District residents are living below 150% of the federal poverty line,
earning less than 35, 325 annual for a family of four. While the causes of poverty often stem
from structural barriers there is—and will always be—a need to ensure that everyone has
sufficient income to meet their daily needs and those of their family.

Key Programs and Policy Tools
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
In 2011, 48% of children (47,143) in the District of Columbia lived in low income families
defined as income below 200% of the federal poverty level; the national number is 45%. 1 For
more than 18,000 families in DC, including the majority of homeless families, receive TANF as
their sole source of income. 2
TANF is a federal block grant that jurisdictions receive to provide income assistance, job
training, and other supportive services to low-income families with children. 3 Each year, DC
receives approximately $92 million in federal TANF block grant funds and contributes
approximately $75 million through maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements. 4
TANF is supposed to provide them with enough financial support to focus on these activities and
also the training and other services they need to get a job that will end their dependence on
public benefits. The District's TANF program falls far short of these goals. The current
maximum benefit for a family of three is about $428 per month. However the District is
currently implementing a strict Benefit Reduction schedule that will cut benefits for families who
have received TANF benefits for over 60 months. This will effect are 6,000 families with 12,000
children come October, 2013. 5 These families’ benefits will be cut to $257 and continue to
reduce until families are completely phased out by Oct. 2015.
Interim Disability Assistance (IDA)
Included in the nearly 150,000 District Residents experiencing poverty, are the thousands of
residents who are physically disabled and/or suffer from mental illness. When looking at the
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homeless population alone, 23 percent of single adults report physical disabilities as being the
cause of their homelessness and an additional 28 percent of single adults reported severe mental
illness as being the cause of their homelessness 6.
IDA provides temporary financial assistance to those who are unable to work due to a disability
and have a high probability of receiving federal Supplemental Security Income (SSI). IDA, which
is similar to the interim assistance programs offered in 37 states, is a cost-effective program that helps
residents avoid more costly crisis services, such as emergency rooms and shelters. Furthermore, the
federal government reimburses the District for IDA assistance paid during the application period
whenever an SSI application is approved, thus helping to fund the program. In the National Health

Interview Survey of 2011, 55.4% of those surveyed and labeled as “poor” in the US went to the
emergency room because they had “no other place to go” 7. Due to past year budget cuts, the
caseload that DC has been able to assist has been cut 67 percent since 2008.
IDA payments, on average $270 a month, are issued until SSI eligibility is approved or denied. 8
Without IDA, residents must rely on crisis services which cost the District government more
because of a dependence on emergency medical services. This ultimately leads to poor health
outcomes as many homeless people do have health problems but few have a regular source of
medical care. 9
Overlap
Disability among people receiving TANF has ramifications for Supplemental Security Income
(SSI), the nation’s comprehensive means-tested program of income support for individuals with
disabilities (both adults and children) and the elderly. There is an overlap among the populations
served by the SSI and TANF programs. A significant proportion of new SSI cases are composed
of adults or children previously receiving TANF. By 2002, nationwide more than one out of
every six TANF families included an SSI recipient. Surveys have consistently found that TANF
recipients with disabilities were substantially less likely to be working than those without
disabilities. 10
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Funding
The fiscal year (FY) 2014 budget increases local funding for IDA by $501,000, bringing the total budget
to $3.04 million 11. As of April 2013, there were 359 residents on the waitlist for IDA. That waitlist was
cleared in April 2013. The Department of Human Services plans to serve an average of 979 residents in
FY 2014 12.

The fiscal year (FY) 2014 budget includes $78.6 million for cash assistance, including adjustments to
the schedule of benefit cuts, and five time limit protections for vulnerable families 13.
Call to Action
Funding for IDA has been cut sharply since the start of the recession, leading to significant cuts in the
number of residents assisted. We are asking for a $3.4 million investment in IDA to restore the program
back to its peak. This will allow for an additional 1,050 individuals who are unable to work to receive
temporary benefits.
As of April 2013, the average wait time to access vendor services is between three and six months. We
are asking that the significant investments be made to Job training for TANF recipients. Furthermore,
certain low-income families have recognizable barriers to work, including having infant children. An
additional $1.5 million investment will give parents with infant children a time exemption.
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